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… it is thought by some persons to be not improbable that the atoms of matter are minute vortex
rings of ether in the ether. That which distinguishes the atom from the ether is the form of motion
which is embodied in it; and if the motion simply were arrested, there would be nothing to
distinguish the atom that was from the ether it dissolved into. In other words, such a conception
makes the atoms of matter a form of motion of the ether, and not a created something put into the
ether.
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